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Abandon Verb 
To leave completely and 

finally 
                

He decided to 
abandon the project 

halfway. 

desert, forsake, 

leave 

keep, maintain, 

retain 

Aberration Noun 
A departure from what is 

normal or expected 
                  

The strange 
behavior was an 

aberration from his 
usual conduct. 

anomaly, 

deviation 

normality, 

regularity 

Abjure Verb To renounce or give up              He decided to abjure 
his former beliefs. 

renounce, 

reject, 
forswear 

accept, 

embrace, 
adhere 

Ablution Noun 
The act of washing 
oneself, often for religious 

purposes 

             
The monk 
performed his 

morning ablutions. 

cleansing, 

washing 

pollution, 

defilement 

Abnormal Adjective 
Not typical, usual, or 
regular 

                 
His abnormal 
behavior worried his 
friends. 

unusual, 
atypical 

normal, typical 

Abortive Adjective 
Failing to achieve the 
desired result 

            
The mission was 
abortive, and they 

had to return. 

unsuccessful, 
failed 

successful, 
fruitful 

Abrogate Verb To abolish or annul                
The treaty was 
abrogated by mutual 

agreement. 

repeal, revoke, 

cancel 

approve, enact, 

establish 

Absolve Verb 
To set free from guilt or 

obligation 
            The priest absolved 

him of his sins. 

exonerate, 

pardon 
blame, convict 

Absorbing Adjective Fully taking one's attention                   
The book was so 

absorbing that I read 
it in one sitting. 

captivating, 
engrossing 

boring, dull 
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Abstain Verb 
To choose not to do or 

have something 
                   He decided to 

abstain from voting. 

refrain, 

withhold 

indulge, 

participate 

Absurd Adjective 
Wildly unreasonable, 
illogical, or inappropriate 

                    
His idea was so 
absurd that no one 
took it seriously. 

ridiculous, 
irrational 

rational, logical 

Abundant Adjective 
Existing or available in 

large quantities 
                   

The region has an 

abundant supply of 
fresh water. 

plentiful, 

ample 
scarce, sparse 

Abuse Verb/Noun 
To use something for a 
bad purpose; improper 

treatment 

                   
The manager was 
accused of abusing 

his power. 

misuse, 
mistreat 

respect, cherish 

Abysmal Adjective 
Extremely bad or 
appalling 

                    
The team's 

performance in the 
game was abysmal. 

dreadful, 
terrible 

excellent, 
superb 

Accede Verb 
To agree or consent to a 
demand 

                     
The government 

acceded to the 
demands of the 

protesters. 

agree, consent refuse, decline 

Accomplish Verb 
To achieve or complete 
successfully 

              
She worked hard to 
accomplish her 

goals. 

achieve, 
complete, 

fulfill 

fail, neglect 

Accoutrements Noun 
Additional items of dress 
or equipment 

       

         
        
    

The soldiers carried 

their weapons and 
other accoutrements. 

accessories, 

gear, 
equipment 

essentials 
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Accrue Verb 
To accumulate or receive 

over time 
                  

Interest will accrue 
on the savings 

account annually. 

accumulate, 

amass, collect 
lose, diminish 

Accuracy Noun 
The quality or state of 

being correct 
                  

The accuracy of the 

report is impressive. 

precision, 

exactness 

inaccuracy, 

error 

Accused Noun 
A person or group charged 
with a crime 

                 The accused stood 
before the judge. 

defendant, 
suspect 

accuser 

Acquaint Verb 
To make someone aware 

of or familiar with 
                   

She took time to 
acquaint herself 

with the new 
procedures. 

familiarize, 

inform 
ignore, neglect 

Acquire Verb 
To come into possession 
of 

                  
He acquired a new 
car after his 
promotion. 

obtain, get, 
gain 

lose, relinquish 

Acronym Noun 

A word formed from the 

initial letters of other 
words 

                    

NASA is an 
acronym for 
National 

Aeronautics and 
Space 

Administration. 

abbreviation expansion 

Acute Adjective 
Having or showing a 

perceptive understanding 
            

She has an acute 

sense of 
observation. 

sharp, keen, 

intense 
dull, mild 

Adapt Verb 
To adjust to new 
conditions 

          
           

        
He had to adapt to 

the new work 
environment. 

adjust, modify, 
acclimate 

resist, reject 
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Adequate Adjective 
Sufficient in quality or 

quantity 
              

She gave an 
adequate 

explanation for her 
actions. 

sufficient, 

enough 

insufficient, 

inadequate 

Admonish Verb 
To warn or reprimand 
someone firmly 

                 
The teacher 

admonished the 
students for their 
behavior. 

reprimand, 
warn 

praise, 
commend 

Admonition Noun 
A firm warning or 
reprimand 

               
His mother's 

admonition made 
him rethink his 

actions. 

warning, 
rebuke 

praise, 
commendation 

Adorn Verb 
To decorate or add beauty 
to 

                  
She adorned her hair 
with beautiful 

flowers. 

decorate, 
embellish 

strip, deface 

Adulation Noun 
Excessive admiration or 

praise 
         )       

       

The star received 
adulation from her 

fans. 

praise, 

admiration 

criticism, 

disdain 

Advance Verb/Noun To move forward                     
He asked for an 

advance payment 
for his work. 

proceed, 

progress 
retreat, regress 

Adverse Adjective 
Preventing success or 
development; harmful 

                  
The adverse weather 

conditions delayed 
the flight. 

harmful, 
negative 

favorable, 
positive 

Adversity Noun 
Difficult or unpleasant 
situations 

           
He showed great 
strength in times of 
adversity. 

hardship, 
difficulty 

fortune, 
prosperity 

Advocate Verb/Noun 
To support or argue for a 
cause 

              She is an advocate 
for human rights. 

support, 
promote 

oppose, reject 
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Affluence Noun 
The state of having a lot of 

wealth 
               

The family's 
affluence was 

evident in their 
lifestyle. 

wealth, 

prosperity 

poverty, 

scarcity 

Affluent Adjective 
Wealthy and having an 
abundant supply of goods 

                
He lives in an 
affluent 
neighborhood. 

rich, wealthy 
poor, 
impoverished 

Alert Adjective 
Quick to notice any 
unusual or potential 
danger 

                     
The guard was 
always alert during 
his duty. 

watchful, 
attentive 

inattentive, 
oblivious 

Allure Verb/Noun To attract or charm              
The beautiful 

scenery allured the 
tourists. 

attract, entice repel, deter 

Ameliorate Verb To make something better                    
They worked hard 

to ameliorate the 
living conditions. 

improve, 
enhance 

worsen, 
deteriorate 

Amiable Adjective 
Having a friendly and 
pleasant manner 

                 She is known for her 
amiable personality. 

friendly, 
affable 

unfriendly, 
hostile 

Ancestors Noun 
A person from whom one 
is descended 

                  We should honor 
our ancestors. 

forebears, 
forefathers 

descendants 

Anger Noun 
A strong feeling of 
annoyance or displeasure 

           
She couldn't hide 

her anger after the 
incident. 

rage, fury calm, patience 
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Anguish Noun 
Severe mental or physical 
pain or suffering 

             
He was in deep 

anguish after losing 
his job. 

agony, distress comfort, relief 

Anguished Adjective 
Experiencing or 

expressing severe pain 
                      

She let out an 
anguished cry after 

hearing the news. 

tormented, 

pained 

content, 

relieved 

Annihilate Verb To destroy completely                    
The bomb could 

annihilate the entire 
city. 

destroy, 

obliterate 
build, create 

Annoy Verb 
To irritate or make 
someone slightly angry 

             
The loud noise 

began to annoy 
everyone. 

irritate, bother please, soothe 

Antagonist Noun 
A person who opposes or 
is hostile to someone or 

something 

             
In the story, the 
antagonist was a 

powerful villain. 

opponent, 

adversary 
ally, supporter 

Anticipate Verb 
To expect or predict 
something 

             
They anticipate 
heavy rain 
tomorrow. 

expect, foresee 
doubt, 
disregard 

Antipathy Noun A strong feeling of dislike             
He had a deep 
antipathy towards 
injustice. 

aversion, 
dislike 

affinity, liking 

Apathy Noun 
Lack of interest or 
enthusiasm 

               
The student's apathy 
was evident in his 

performance. 

indifference, 
disinterest 

enthusiasm, 
interest 

Apex Noun 
The top or highest part of 

something 
           

He reached the apex 
of his career last 

year. 

peak, summit base, bottom 
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Appear Verb 
To come into sight or 

become visible 
              

She appeared 
suddenly at the 

door. 

emerge, show 

up 

disappear, 

vanish 

Apposite Adjective 
Suitable or well chosen for 

the situation 
                

His comments were 

apposite to the 
discussion. 

appropriate, 

relevant 

inappropriate, 

irrelevant 

Appraise Verb 
To assess the value or 
quality of 

                
     

The expert 

appraised the 
painting at a high 
value. 

evaluate, 
assess 

ignore, neglect 

Apprehended Verb 
To arrest someone for a 
crime 

                      
The police 
apprehended the 
suspect at the scene. 

arrest, capture release, free 

Arduous Adjective 
Involving or requiring a 
lot of effort 

                 
Climbing the 
mountain was an 

arduous task. 

difficult, 
strenuous 

easy, effortless 

Artful Adjective Clever in a cunning way                  
The artful negotiator 
managed to get a 

better deal. 

cunning, crafty 
naive, 

straightforward 

Ascription Noun 
The attribution of 

something to a cause 
       

          
         

The ascription of the 

failure to poor 
planning was unfair. 

attribution, 

assignment 
denial, rejection 

Assault Noun/Verb A physical attack          The man was 
arrested for assault. 

attack, strike 
defense, 
protection 

Assertive Adjective Confidently self-assured                   
She gave an 
assertive answer to 
the question. 

confident, 
forceful 

passive, timid 
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Assess Verb 

To evaluate or estimate the 

nature, ability, or quality 
of 

                  
     

He was asked to 

assess the situation 
before proceeding. 

evaluate, judge ignore, neglect 

Atrocity Noun 
An extremely wicked or 

cruel act 
                      

The atrocities 
committed during 

the war were 
shocking. 

cruelty, 

brutality 

kindness, 

compassion 

Audacious Adjective 
Showing a willingness to 

take bold risks 
                  His audacious plan 

surprised everyone. 
bold, daring cautious, timid 

Audacity Noun 
The willingness to take 
bold risks; rude boldness 

             
He had the audacity 
to question the 

manager's decision. 

boldness, 
nerve 

cowardice, fear 

August Adjective Respected and impressive                    
He was an august 

figure in the 
community. 

distinguished, 
noble 

undignified, 
lowly 

Autocratic Adjective 
Relating to a ruler who has 

absolute power 

       

        
           

The country was 

ruled by an 
autocratic leader. 

dictatorial, 

authoritarian 

democratic, 

egalitarian 

Avarice Noun 
Extreme greed for wealth 

or material gain 
             His avarice led him 

to betray his friends. 

greed, 

covetousness 

generosity, 

philanthropy 

Aversion Noun 
A strong dislike or 
disinclination 

            He has a strong 
aversion to spiders. 

dislike, hatred liking, affinity 

 


